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Animal Life
A shared planet

Why this is a mac priority

The Earth’s wildlife population has 
declined by an astonishing amount  
in recent decades. Misuse of land 
through habitat destruction, 
degradation and fragmentation 
is stripping the planet of its 
biodiversity; it is reducing the 
variety of animal life at every 
level — insects, birds, reptiles, 
fish, amphibians and mammals on 
land and in sea — and damaging 
humankind’s prospects of survival 
as a species.

Our children need to be prepared 
for a world where they can find 
ways to sustain the natural systems 
that support modern society, 
commerce and lifestyles.

how mac makes a difference

MAC prioritises learning about 
animals. It focuses on the value 
of animals to humanity and aims 
to foster in children an interest 
in the need to preserve animal 
diversity, protect animal habitats 
and manage the use of animals 
in sustainable ways to the mutual 
benefit of humans and the planet.

MAC ensures that children are 
sensitized to the issues facing 
animals caused by human use of 
animals and their environments, 
with a lifelong interest in 
contributing positively to the 
effective management of animal 
life.

 � All about animals

Children learn to appreciate animal 
life by learning about the variety of 
animal life on the planet and the 
main characteristics of different 
animal species.

They use their understanding 
that human beings are themselves 
animals to explore the richness 
of animal life locally and globally. 
They understand that animal 
species that lived and adapted over 
millions of years are now extinct, 
in part because of human misuse of 
the planet.

 � The importance of animals to 
human life

Children learn about how human 
use of animals is interwoven 
into — and contributes greatly to 
—  human life and living. Animals 
have always played a large part in 
the human story, providing food 
and sustenance, as beasts of burden 
and as a resource for making war. 
Children also learn about our 
fascination with animals — from 
art and literature to domestic pets.

 � Threats to animal 
environments, well-being and 
survival

Children learn about the threats 
that animals face on Earth and 
grapple with ethical questions 
relating to the human treatment of 
animals: the environmental impact 
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of billions of animals reared for 
food; the loss of animal habitats 
and the destruction of ecosystems 
resulting from the extinction of 
animal species.

 � Living sustainably

Children explore initiatives to live 
sustainably in the local area as well 
as nationally and globally.

They acquire knowledge, attitudes 
and values to carry into their 
adult lives, which enable them 
to contribute towards greater 
sustainability of animal life and 
animal environments.

A note on teaching

This learning domain is 
grounded in applied science, 
geography and environmental 
studies.

Children use science to learn 
about animals, but it is essential 
that planning prioritises finding 
ways to connect children 
to the natural world — for 
example, exploring the world 
of pets; engaging children in 
the creation of school grounds 
habitats and learning about 
local wildlife through eco-parks, 
nature reserves and wildlife 
areas; and exploring the animal 
connection to food in our 
supermarkets.
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