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Plant Life
All things bright and beautiful

Why this is a mac priority

Plant life across the world is 
under sustained threat from 
a combination of human and 
natural processes, with potentially 
catastrophic consequences for all 
life on Earth.

Plants are the the bedrock of our 
economies, our food security, our 
health and our quality of life. They 
provide humans with the essentials 
of life — food, renewable materials, 
oxygen, the rain cycle, fresh water 
and medicines.

MAC aims to increase children’s 
respect for — and sensitivity to — 
plant life as central to the survival 
of humankind. 

how mac makes a difference

MAC focuses on the value of plants 
to humanity. A key objective is 
the nurturing of positive attitudes: 
that plants are essential to the 
planet’s survival, are to be valued 
and appreciated, and are not to be 
taken for granted.

Children learn about sustainability 
through a combination of science, 
geography and practical experience 
and exploration.

Their increased understanding of 
and respect for plants nurtures a 
lifelong interest in contributing 
positively in the effective 
management of plant life and plant 
habitats locally, nationally and 
globally.

 � All about plants

Children learn about the 
richness of plant life, their main 
characteristics, the variety of 
habitats within which plants grow 
and their life cycle relationship to 
seasonal changes.

Topics include what science tells 
us about biodiversity, different 
plant types, plant survival, the 
four seasons, reproduction, locally 
grown plants and different plant 
habitats.

 � The importance of plants to 
human life

Children learn how plants are 
grown to meet the human demand 
for food. Learning includes 
knowing the importance of plants 
to the lives of humans, the medical 
benefits of plants, crop growing 
and the plant industry providing 
all-year-round fresh fruit and 
vegetables for consumption. 

 � Threats to plant habitats

Children learn about the impact 
of human actions on plants 
and the environment. Learning 
includes examining the impact of 
urbanization; exploring examples 
of soil, water, air and waste 
pollution; understanding about 
habitat degradation in Britain and 
globally; and exploring ways in 
which farming methods sometimes 
harm the environment.
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 � Living sustainably

Children explore initiatives to live 
sustainably in the local area as well 
as nationally and globally.

They acquire knowledge, attitudes 
and values to carry into their 
adult lives, which enable them 
to contribute towards greater 
sustainability of plant life and plant 
environments.

A note on teaching

It is imperative that we engage 
children’s interest in direct ways 
— that learning about the world 
around us is ‘hands-on’ and 
experiential.

This might include looking 
for locally grown produce in 
supermarkets, linking plants to 
diet, cookery classes and flower 
science.

All children should also be 
given experience of growing 
vegetables in the school garden.
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