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Community
Contributing and participating

Why this is a mac priority

The lack of social cohesion — a 
feeling of belonging and being 
part of the community — is a 
major cause of social breakdown, 
nationally, regionally and locally. 
Too many social groups are remote 
from each other and isolated from 
the whole of society

In this ‘broken society’ too many 
young people are alienated, lack 
a sense of purpose in their lives 
and contribute little to society in 
consequence.

how mac makes a difference

MAC learning programmes foster 
an understanding of our place in 
the history, social geography and 
citizenship of Britain, exploring 
what is meant by loyalty to, and 
pride in, one’s country. 

The key question ‘What makes 
Britain what it is today?’ opens 
up opportunities to draw 
parallels with the past such as the 
movements of people into and out 
of the country over the last two 
thousand years.

The use of the ‘community’ concept 
to frame learning in history, social 
geography and citizenship deepens 
children’s understanding of, and 
strengthens their commitment to, 
society.

 � Knowledge of Britain past and 
present

The study of history gives children 
a sense of what makes British 
society what it is today and their 
place in it. They learn that they are 
part of a country with a rich and 
vibrant history.

Children learn through history, 
geography and culture why the 
local community is the way it 
is, and how it fits into the wider 
society which is modern Britain. 

 � Understanding school as a 
community

Children’s experience of school as 
a community is an opportunity to 
learn key features of community 
life: membership, a history, an 
ethos, and values and rules through 
which we get along with each 
other.

 � Learning about and 
experiencing the wider 
community

The school is a platform for 
learning about the wider 
community. As well as regular 
community-based events such as 
school productions and sports days 
involving the community, children 
learn about the facilities available 
in the local area; the role of key 
community figures; community 
activities and services; and what 
people do to support each other.
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 � Learning about responsible 
citizenship

Children begin to learn about 
democracy, the rule of law, 
children’s rights and other people’s 
rights.

They learn about self-sufficiency, 
the value of money, and the 
importance of making their way in 
society.

They learn society has shared 
values of trust, respect and 
community interdependence. They 
also learn that not all people share 
these values and that safeguarding 
is important.

A note on teaching

A school is a living, breathing 
community. It makes use of 
citizenship protocols and 
competencies every single 
day — community rules, 
cooperation, volunteering, 
environmental care, empathy 
and respect for others, 
adaptability, responsibility, 
financial acumen, 
neighbourhood respect.

Every day therefore represents 
an outstanding opportunity 
for children to learn about the 
community around them.
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