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Communication
Gateway to everything

Why this is a mac priority

Almost half of five- and six-year-
olds arrive in school with limited 
vocabulary; most children fail 
to develop the ability to speak 
confidently and fluently and, at 
age sixteen, more than a third of 
children do not meet the required 
standard in written English.

We owe it to our children to do 
everything we can to improve their 
ability to communicate for the 
advantages it gives in all areas of 
life, including the workspace.

Effective communication is at 
the heart of our interactions with 
others: it helps build positive 
relationships, which benefits 
society as a whole.

how mac makes a difference

Children’s learning is boosted 
by promoting not just English 
and mathematics but all the 
many ways that ‘information 
and understanding is passed 
from one person to another’ 
— the dictionary definition of 
communication.

MAC promotes all forms of 
communication — reading, 
writing, mathematical, verbal, 
dance, drama, music, graphic/art 
and multi-media.

Children continually improve 
their vocabulary and ability to 
express themselves through highly 
interactive, broad-based activities.

 � Developing verbal 
communication skills

Children learn through talk — 
for example, finding answers to 
questions, working on collaborative 
projects, preparing and giving 
presentations, taking part in 
group discussions, presenting 
and discussing different points 
of view, leading whole-school 
assemblies, taking on leadership 
roles in learning, such as children 
as ‘teachers’.

 � Developing reading, writing 
and numeracy

Children’s learning is improved 
through vocabulary building. 
Reading for learning is crucial. 
MAC encourages children to delve 
into Britain’s rich literary heritage 
and historical narrative for the 
social understanding and sense of 
belonging such reading provides.

Proficiency in writing, numeracy 
and especially in reading is perhaps 
more essential than ever, given 
the growing importance of the 
internet for information, advice, 
networking, shopping and work.

 � Communication through the 
expressive arts

Art, dance, drama and music 
increase children’s range of 
communication skills; improve 
children’s connection to the 
country’s culture and better equip 
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them to take up the hundreds of 
thousands of jobs catering for the 
country’s creative arts and tourist 
industry.

 � The environmental impact on 
communication

The impact of the environment on 
communication is little recognised, 
but it is real. Providing a safe and 
attractive learning environment 
for children to express themselves 
— and with people who are 
empathetic — enhances children’s 
ability to communicate orally and 
to make the best use of the written 
word.

A note on teaching

The challenge for teachers is to 
extend children’s natural ability 
to learn in their early years by 
continuing learning through 
doing, not learning by passively 
listening to someone else.

This means provision of 
frequent opportunities to 
‘speak it’; it means providing 
children with audiences for 
their reading and writings and 
for their acquisition of skills; 
and it means deliberately and 
consciously building vocabulary 
across all learning areas.
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